BROAD CHURCH CATHOLICS.               ^

According to tjie earliest authentic histories, the
voice of the Bishop of EoAe was not reckoned final
When Pope Stepheh pronounced heretics' baptism valid
St. Cyprian and Firmilian of   Caesarea denied the-
right of the-Pope to dictate a doctrine to other bishops
and Churches.    Augustine, looting back to this con-
troversy, says that Stephen's judgment was not received
as  the decision of the Church.    In the Arian dis-
putes, the Eoman See was passive for half a century*
The first Popes who took a part in them were Julius
and Liberius.   Julius pronounced Marcellus of Aacyra
the Sabellian, an orthodox Christian; Liberius con-
demned Athanasius,  and   subscribed  to  an  Arian
creed, giving a proof which satisfied all the middle
ages that a Pope might fall into  heresy.   When
Jerome declared that the world had become Arian
we might have expected that Catholics would have
turned to the Eoman See for deliverance from their
perplexities.    But we read only   of  synods.    The
Pope's name is never mentioned.    In these times all
dogmatic questions were settled by councils, and these
were convoked by the emperors, not by the Popes.

The beginning of the Papacy is dated from the
middle of the ninth century, It was founded on the
forged decretals of Isidore, which pretended to be
decrees of the earliest Popes, confirming the decisions
of councils. This idea of a Papacy developed into a
belief in infallibility. Isidore makes one of the earfe
Popes say that ' the Roman Church remains to &e tfcg'
free from all stain of heresy/ Writings
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forged in the names of Fathers, and (g^^^;4)ipiags
were  corrupted, to support th&                   of the